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the Greeks built on it; then were added the contributions of the
Arabs, the Jews and the Christians of the West. As Dr. Sarton puts
it, "whenever a nation dropped out of the race, another was ready
to take up the torch and continue mankind's eternal quest" (ibid..
Vol. I, p. 30).

Science loth in the East and the West was at some stage cramped
by scholasticism. "Western and Eastern peoples," says Dr. Sarton,
"were subjected to the great scholastic trial" (ibid.. Vol. I, p. 29).
The differences, according to him, were that "the Western people
weathered it, while the Eastern failed. The Western people found
the cure, the only cure, the experimental method; the Eastern people
did not find it or did not fully understand it, or neglected to apply
it" (ibid., Vol. I, p. 29). He goes on to say that "the essential differ-
ence between East and West is that the latter overcame scholasticism
while the former did not.... It is not so much a matter of tempera-
ment, for there are men of Eastern temperament (for instance, the
belated schoolmen) in the West, and vice versa. It is a matter of
fundamental method. . . . For example, Japan is becoming more
and more a part of the West, so far as the intellectual mission of
mankind is concerned. On the contrary, some European nations,
which prefer argument to experiment, are orientalized, I mean,
immobilized, to that extent. The great intellectual division of man-
kind is not along geographic or racial lines but between those who
understand and practise the experimental method and those who do
not understand and who do not practise it" (ibid., Vol. I, p. 29),
It will be noted that Dr. Sarton gives two different significances to
East and West. The first is geographic; the peoples who live in the
East or in the West. The second refers to scientific method: schol-
astic or experimental. Japanese scientists of to-day are Western;
the fundamentalists of the West, and perhaps the Roman Catholics
also, are Eastern 1 Inasmuch as science in the West was dominated
by scholasticism till the sixteenth century, it was Eastern, while
science as taught in the East to-day is Western. There is no corre-
lation apparently between the people of the East and scholastic
science and the people' of the West and experimental science.
Under such circumstances,  the emancipation of science from